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Thousands March on EU, US in Bangkok 
By Nicola Bullard 


BANGKOK, 9 September -- More than 3,000 people 
took to the streets of central Bangkok this morning 
kicking off the wave of global protests against the WTO 
by marching on the embassies of the EU and the US. 


One of the organisers, Kingkorn Narintarakul of the Thai 
Action on Globalisation Network, said the rally was 
"above expectations" even though many farmers were 
not able to join because they did not have the money to 
get to Bangkok. Khun Kingkorn, like many others, was 
delighted at the diversity of today's demonstration which 
included farmers, private and public sector unions, 
small business, Assembly of the Poor, HIV-AIDS 
activists, Greenpeace, consumer organisations, 
students, the alternative agriculture movement, the 
Slum Community Network and many NGOs. 


Junya 'Lek' Yimprasert of the Thai Labour Campaign 
said that the turnout was a fantastic result for Thailand, 
"especially when we have the useless director of the 
WTO." "It is very important," she said, "that we come 
out into the streets to show that the impact of the WTO 
is huge and to delegitimise the function of the 
organisation." 


The demonstration in Bangkok was one of the first for 
the 9 September "Global Day of Action Against the 


WTO" which will see demonstrations in tens of cities 
across the world protesting the policies of the WTO on 
the eve of the 5th Ministerial being held in the Mexican 
resort of Cancun 10-14 September. 


Thousands of  flag-bearing and _ banner-holding 
protestors gathered in the "green heart" of Bangkok, 
Lumpini Park, before heading to the office of the 
Delegation of the European Union and the US 
embassy, where leaders of the different movements 
presented the "Declaration of the Thai Popular Sector 
on the WTO Ministerial Conference." 


EU OFFICIAL SURPRISED AT EFFECTS OF 'FREE 
TRADE' At the high rise office of the CEU, 
representatives were invited to send five delegates to 
meet an official of the Commission but they refused 
saying that either he came down or they would ALL go 
up. Shortly after, First Secretary Carlos Acosta 
appeared and spent an amiable 15 minutes in a hot and 
crowded sidewalk listening to the people. After hearing 
one farmer describe how subsidies and dumping are 
pushing down prices making it impossible for poor 
farmers to earn a living and another representative of 
the HIV-AIDS group explain that compulsory licensing 
does not work and that patents push up the price of 
drugs, Mr Acosta expressed surprise that "free trade" is 
having such a devastating effect on poor people and 
that he believes that trade liberalisation will improve the 
lives of poor people. 
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The US embassy's encounter with the poors and the 
workers was more perfunctory: a representative of the 
ambassador was sent out to receive the letter - from 
across the barrier and well-protected by security guards 
- and hurried off after several minutes. (As farmer 
leader Bamrung Kayotha observed, "you can tell which 
countries are most hated by the number of police they 
have outside their building.") However, the people used 
every opportunity to explain why they were there. A 
woman leader of the Slum Community Network 
explained that the collapse of agriculture after 
liberalisation has forced thousands of families to 
migrate to Bangkok in search of work, while a 
representative of the organisation People Living with 
AIDS criticised the recent decision on TRIPS and 
health, demanding that the poor need access to drugs 
and that governments should "discuss these things with 
the people" before making decisions. 


WTO EFFECTS 'EVERY PART OF SOCIETY' The 
demonstration today was twice the size of the 
demonstration pre-Doha and much more diverse -- a 
sign, according to the organisers, of the greater 
awareness of the WTO and that the links between the 
different social movements and sectors of society are 
getting stronger. But, as Jiragorn Gajaseni from 
Greenpeace Southeast Asia said the diversity also 
shows that the WTO is effecting every part of society. 


Representing the movement in Cancun are six farmers 
and workers, as well as several NGOs working on 
TRIPS and agriculture. For the Thai Action on 
Globalisation Network, the basic demand for Cancun is 
"no new round, no new issues." Khun Kingkorn said 
they are hoping for "no agreement" and that the latest 
draft declaration proposed by the EU and the US is a 
"total disaster" especially on agriculture. 


It seems that few of the people at today's rally are 
expecting Dr Supachai to speak out for them or for 
developing countries. However, the banner "Supachai 
is not Thai" lay folded and unused at the end of the rally 
- a sign perhaps that the Thais know Dr Supachai is 
powerless when it comes to the US and the EU and that 
slogans such as "Dump food in your own backyard" are 
closer to the point. 


European Commission's ‘Hall of Shame' 


Corporate Europe Observatory (CEO) today launched a 
new website: http://www.wtocancun.com/ 


Using a combination of well-documented case studies 
and humour, the website slams the record of the 
European Commission and Trade Commissioner Lamy, 
who represent the European Union in WTO 
negotiations. 


The ten case studies show how, in stark contrast to its 
self- proclaimed goals of "harnessed, equitable 
globalisation", the Commission consistently promotes 
the interests of big business at the expense of the 





world's poor and environmental sustainability. Case 
studies document the Commission's push for policies 
that kick the development ladder out from under the 
world's poorest countries, its addiction to undemocratic 
alliances with big business and the ever- widening gap 
between rhetoric and reality. 


The website features a series of ten cartoon caricatures 
of Trade Commissioner Lamy, which visually reinforce 
the conclusions of the case studies (see attached 
example). Olivier Hoedeman, policy analyst at 
Corporate Europe Observatory, explains: "Since 
Seattle, the Commission's neoliberal trade policies have 
come under growing pressure. Its response has been to 
use unprecedented doses of largely unsubstantiated 
‘sustainable development’ and _'pro-development' 
rhetoric to sell a virtually unchanged agenda". 


Steven Kelk, WTO campaigner at Corporate Europe 
Observatory, adds: "Now more than ever, the reality of 
the European Commission's role in WTO negotiations 
must be put in the full spotlight". "Despite massive 
developing country and civil society opposition, the 
European Commission hopes to ram through the start 
of WTO negotiations on investment and other deeply 
controversial issues. It is therefore absolutely crucial 
that Lamy is reigned in during Cancun". 


EU trade ministers can revise Lamy's mandate at any 
moment, including in the run-up to the Cancun meeting. 
A prime opportunity is the EU's foreign affairs summit in 
Riva del Garda, Italy, to be held September 5 and 6. 
"Civil society demonstrations in Cancun, around Europe 
and the rest of the world will make it known that the EU 
is being watched and will be held accountable for its 
actions", says Steven Kelk from the Amsterdam-based 
research and campaign group. 


Contact: Olivier Hoedeman on +31 20 6127023 and 
Steven Kelk on +31 20 6127023 or +31 61 8450696 
(Dutch mobile number) (mobile) 


Notes: 


That the European Commission gets away with 
promoting its corporate- biased policies on the world 
stage has everything to do with the democratic vacuum 
in which the EU makes its trade policy decisions. 
National trade officials feign innocence by pointing to 
the political complexity of changing the European 
Commission's negotiating mandate, whilst the 
Commission argues that is simply carrying out the 
delegated will of the EU member states. This "hiding 
behind each other's back" phenomenon makes EU 
trade policies de facto unaccountable. 


Over 100 civil society groups from around Europe 
signed the call to "Withdraw EU demands for the 
expansion of the WTO in Cancun", which was launched 
at the occasion of the EU trade ministers’ summit in 
Palermo, 6 July 2003. 
http://www.investmentwatch.org/palermo.html 


A coalition of civil society groups from around Europe 
will gather in Riva del Garda on September 3-6 for the 
alternative forum titled "The Europe we want". On 
Saturday September 6th, thousands will demonstrate in 
Riva del Garda against neoliberal trade policies. 
http://www.stopwtoriva2003.org/ 


We challenge WTO. No to WTO! No to War! 
Statement on Cancun Issued by ATTAC Japan 


What is WTO? Is the WTO actually eager in addressing 
various problems pervasive over Japan, such as 
unemployment, bankruptcy, desolation of local 
communities, no money or the like? Unfortunately and 
absolutely, the answer is NO! Looking at what is 
discussed and how decisions are made in the WTO, we 
never imagine that the international powerful 
organization works well against the realty facing us. The 
WTO rates the world at the only one criterion and 
enforces competition on us, promoting economic 
globalization - that is the WTO! However, can 
competition better our society? More and more people 
in the world who have no capability for competition - of 
course, we Japanese citizens are also among them - 
are pushed aside, forcibly marginalized, and finally, 
deprived of everything including body and soil. That is a 
reflection of competition today. The wealthy get much 
wealthier, and the poor get much poorer. That's how the 
situation is going around us. 


On the other hand, the competition accelerated by the 
WTO produces a source of hatred or conflict, which 
would be developed into a much deeper hatred through 
overlapping ambitions of TNCs or superpowers, finally 
giving rise to terrorism or war. We have already proved 
it through US aggression in Iraq very well. 


All of us hear that life has not been improved in 
developing countries by the WTO, people there are 
raising their voices against WTO, they don't need any 
more order of the WTO, and they demand that WTO 
should go away. Furthermore, that's also the case with 
this country Japan. The government insists that what 
could save economic stagnation in Japan is nothing but 
competition; therefore, many regulations which have 
blocked free movement of capital or money or free entry 
into markets should be got rid of to activate the country 
or facilitate liberalization so that foreign companies or 
investors could do business in Japan easily, too. 
However, many ordinary Japanese think that the idea is 
wrong and things would never go as planned. 


* For your reference, privatization is in progress in 
Japan. Privatized services are becoming targets of 
future's business chance. Some directors of Toyota 
Motor were nominated for board of directors of the 
Postal Services corporatized in last April. The Koizumi 
administration passed the bill for privatizing national 
universities last July. National universities will disappear 
in Japan soon. 
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Now, all of us in the world are being forced into poverty 
by the global policy of the WTO. We see no hope or 
expectation in the WTO. Get together at Shiba Park in 
Tokyo on Sept 13 to stir up a big demonstration against 
WTO and War. 


We don't want this market-oriented world any more. We 
seek another world for people, not for TNCs or 
superpowers. We say No to WTO! No to War! to stop 
market violence and ravages of war and to create a just 
and peaceful world. 


In solidarity with people from all over the world 


ATTAC Japan Kobayashi bldg. 3F, 1-31-9 Hakusan, 
Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-0001 Japan Tel:81-3-3813-6492 
Fax:81-3-5684-5870 e-mail=attac-jp@jca.apc.org 
URL=http://www.jca.apc.org/attac-jp/ 


Longshore Union Reform Group Forces 
Debate at ILA Convention 


by Marsha Niemeijer 


Members of the dissident Longshore Workers’ Coalition 
(LWC) created a stir at the convention of the 
International Longshoremen’s Association, July 21-24 in 
Puerto Rico. After having spent over three years 
crafting over a dozen resolutions designed to make the 
ILA into a stronger and more democratic union, they 
were prepared to make sure that every single resolution 
of their reform agenda was acknowledged, if not 
passed. 


It worked. As a last ditch effort to stave off the 
resolutions, old guard forces stacked the resolutions 
committee. At 60 members, this was the biggest 
resolutions committee in ILA history. Unlike past 
practice, where resolutions were adopted without 
discussion, deliberations lasted for more than five 
hours. 


“It felt like a battleground,” said Ronald “Kimoko” Harris, 
business agent of ILA Local 1833 in Wilmington, 
Delaware, and longtime LWC member. “It was like a 
fight for civil rights within the ILA for rank-and-file 
members, fighting against deeply established anti- 
democratic practices.” 


A STRONGER UNION 


The LWC was formed in November 1999, only a few 
months after the last ILA Convention (see Labor Notes, 
August 2001, www.labornotes.org). It meets in a 
different port every three months in order to constantly 
bring new longshore workers into the coalition. As a 
result, the coalition has grown rapidly and now has 
3,500 members, representing dockworkers from most of 
the ports on the east coast. 
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Since the formation of the caucus, the LWC has worked 
to educate its members on how to run for office and 
how to get elected as a delegate to the various union 
conventions. 


Recognizing that union democracy is the first step 
towards building a stronger union, the coalition 
submitted a resolution that would increase member 
control over the union by instituting one person-one 
vote on top officers. Another resolution aimed at 
establishing an organizing department with an actual 
program and budget—something it sorely lacks. 


Furthermore, after the successful fight to free the 
Charleston Five—members of ILA Local 1422 in 
Charleston, South Carolina, charged with inciting to 
riot—the LWC recognizes the importance of building 
strong ties of solidarity with other unions. Along these 
lines, the LWC drafted resolutions committing the ILA to 
working relationships with the West Coast longshore 
union (ILWU) and with other longshore unions around 
the world. 


Ken Riley of the Longshore Workers’ Coalition will 
speak at the upcoming Labor Notes Conference. The 
conference will include a meeting of longshore workers 
from several continents. 


The LWC submitted the resolutions for discussion at the 
district conventions leading up to the international 
convention. Had they been adopted they would have 
been submitted to the international convention by the 
districts themselves, thus increasing their chances of 
being implemented. The LWC understood that their 
resolutions would not be considered on their merits 
because they were submitted by the coalition. 


Instead, the convention gave the International the right, 
for example, to intervene in contract bargaining at the 
local port level. According to Baltimore coalition 
members, this was done simply to retroactively 
legitimize a heavyhanded action. This summer the 
International ratified a contract filled with concessions 
that had been previously voted down by the 
membership of ILA Local 333 in Baltimore (see Labor 
Notes, July 2003). 


FLOOR FIGHT 


One thing LWC members expected to happen held true: 
the resolutions generated intense discussion and 
debate. Coalition delegates from eight U.S. states and 
Canada played visible roles throughout the convention. 


“Even though we knew we were not going to get one 
resolution passed, we chose to have these debates,” 
Harris said. “We believe that for the most part the 
delegates are people who want to be good union 
activists. What they need to struggle against is the 
intimidation of the old guard. We forced people to look 





at the real issues and we hope they will go back and 
explain to their rank-and-file members and co-workers 
what really was being discussed.” 


The visible opposition drew the attention of outside 
journalists, including the Journal of Commerce, a trade 
publication. After the convention the Journal wrote, “To 
say that the coalition and its efforts have not been well- 
received by top ILA officials is an understatement. Most 
of the ILA’s inbred leadership wishes the coalition would 
just go away, [but] the reform caucus has attracted a 
modest level of grassroots support, even among 
officers of several local unions, and it appears to be 
here to stay.” 


NEXT STEPS 


The LWC’s goals for this convention were to generate 
discussion, to show that the LWC is a legitimate force 
within the ILA, and to demonstrate—despite what has 
been said about the LWC by the current leadership— 
that the coalition was willing to work within the union in 
order to push for change. All this was accomplished. 


The LWC is now considering its next steps. “Make no 
mistake about it,” said Ken Riley, co-chair of the LWC 
and president of ILA Local 1422 in Charleston, South 
Carolina. “The LWC doesn’t plan to spend the next four 
years sitting around drafting resolutions we now know 
won't pass. We are committed to reform. So whatever it 
takes, and by whatever means it must come, the LWC 
is determined to see that reform does come.” 


The LWC has set itself the task of educating the rank- 
and-file throughout the ILA and has just started up a 
website. 


With the possibility that the ILA’s leadership may soon 
be facing federal anti-racketeering charges, the work of 
the LWC becomes more important than ever. 


[The LWC website is www.thelwc.com.] 


Contact for this article. Marsha 


marsha@labornotes.org 


Niemeijer 


Published in collaboration with Labor Notes. 'Labor 
Notes' is a monthly magazine based in Detroit, USA. 
We are committed to reforming and revitalizing the 
labor movement. We report news about the labor 
movement that you won't find anywhere else. News 
about grassroots labor activity, innovative organizing 
tactics, international labor struggles, immigrant workers, 
and problems that some union leaders would rather 
keep quiet. Subscribe and receive a copy of ‘Labor 
Notes' in your mailbox! Subscription information can be 
found at our website at www.labornotes.org 
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(*) coorditrad@atiac.org is the email address of an international group of volunteers who coordinate 700 
translators worldwide. You can be part of this group and share your language expertise by helping us publish 
articles and documents. Just contact them for further details. 


